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BY J. A. FORSYTHE
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR.

Nearly ten years ago on a cold,
drizzly day, the writer of this ar-
ticle stood in the grand stand at
the Park in Columbia, and with
about nine-tenths of the tew hun-

dred spectators present wondered |are a large number of leading col-

what itall meant—what the twcaty- |
two stalwart young fellows, repre-
senting Clemson and the University

'. —
inculcate control of temper,

and
restrain: of passion—if you say it
is detrimenental to a man’s studying
as a student, I challenge you to ex-
amine and compare the average
record ef the foot ball players
with the average of those who do
not play—more than this, 1 assert
that on the basis of percent, there

lege en, leading students, princi-
pal officers, on the college foot ball
team than in the rest of the school.

of South Corolina, were trying to
do as they stood about in the mud, i
tugging and struggling for the pos- |
session of what appearel to be a
huge, red mud ball. This was the |

| ing the months of the session,

I claim skl submit to the records,
that the men who play foot ball
make as a whole, better grades
durmg foot ball months tham dur-
due

first game of inter-collegiate foot|to the regular habits required by
ball that the writer had witnessed— | the training Code, and the activity
in fact one of the first played South |of mind that accompanies activity
of the North Carolina line. {of body.

The game ended by the score of| T have no patience with the “‘arm
ten to five in Clemson’s favor, and|chair’ foot ball critic—a self-ap-
those of us who knew a little ()f, pointed here, who, with dogmatic

base ball and nothing of foot ball.

felt that our Champions had done!
gloriously. We had already yelled
oursclves hoarse at we knew not!

self conceit, abuses a sport which
bhe has not had the epportunity or
perhaps the inclin
gate,

nvesti-
How often do we hear the

tion to

what, but not contented with this, | adjectives “brutal”’—'‘degrad-
at the termination of the game,ing”—"‘dangerous’ applied to foot
members of the faculty and the|ball by persons who have never
students alike, plunged out intoievcn seen a foot ball or a gridiron,
the gridiron, ankle deep in Carolina | or know absolutely nothing of how
mud and slush, and bore off the be- | the game is played.

decked victors as if they had been| How often this year
indeed conquering heroes. It made |seen in our newspapers, lurid ap-
no difference whether or not the|peals to the legislature and college
game and its merils were under- | authorities to stop a sport, that to
stood; it was enough to know that|note their tone, you would imagine
our College had been victorious|was as dangerous as a Boer regi-
This game was the first of thoselment or Japanese Squadron.
“*Fair Week Contests" in Columbia | chlsl ation! what has a Legislature
which attract thousand of citizens | to do with a college boy's sport?

|
and draw to the city thousands of | It might as well arrogate to itself

have we

visitors from all over the South. o the right to stop bicycling, row
The growth and popularity of the |jng, base ball or any other sport |
game has indeed been phenomenal. | which does not imperil the public|
The writer left the field of oh»'.n.,mn The Collcg
first of these contests convinced t},c proper
that this game of foot ball had (ouc .
more to unify the Clemson st dcat!interfercs with the work of
body; more to arouse college spirit student. and the act
and college pride, than all the at™  gilepc [ acte and stand=
letic events in Clemson’s history | ,uly allowing b
put together. He felt that thelthe game, leads U
game had come to stay and to be sion that its beneficial effects aic
deservedly the most important of duly appreciated by those in a posi-
her athletic sports. But he had;llon to know what is best for the
some-how a self-congratulatory |students, and that the fumings of |
feeling that hedid not belong 10|the ignorant ana malcontents have
the team; he felt that, willing t‘);no foundation in fact. It hasbeen |
lend his woral and financial sup-\my good fortune to see foot ball in-
port, he would rather some One | troduced into two colleges—I have '
else would do the playing for him.
He tried to think cf the many ad-|interest in college life, an awaken-
vantages offered by hase ball, m!mg of college spirit, the greater
which he was then decply interest- ; pride taken by students and gradu-
ed; its greater appar.nt gentility, | Alma Mater. Thcst'
its comparative lack of danf-r: all | two colleges have become known |
in all, it seemed a much nicer game | jn other states and to other colleges.
for a young gentleman to engage

¢ anthoritics are

ones ' decide whether

;':Ei.\l.'d‘\»lls I Ui T

of every

r i< "‘,‘,"

it M

nutcd in both instances an mcrmmd

'ates in thei

institu
n. ‘tions have been brought together

But fortunztely our opinions are |, 3 friendly combat, and an honor
not like the laws of the Medes and | gh)y  hard fought game creates a
Persians—a new session of base|wholesome respect between the
ball six months in the distance, a|djfferent bodies of students which
great college outburst of foot ball|ould be brought about in no other |
enthnsiam; and a year from the{way To a young and growing
time, the writer had stocd on lhe;l'ni\‘exsil_\' like this, nothing could
grand stand, and witnessed the be or is of more value as an ad.
first contest for foot ball supremacy, | yertising avency thanits foot ball
found him there again in a capacily, ' teams—an advertisment in its
however, that did not permit of a sense— wherever her foot ball teams
seat on the grand stand.

Since then I have been found in! pression that Florida men are gen-
tne ranks of ball enthusiasts rcady It has that
attendance at Yaie and Prince-
said of the game, and to resent any | ton is always affected by the resuits

The students of different

best
{ha\'e played, they have lett the im- |

tlemen. been  stated

to believe anything good that is|the

imputation on its character. |of their great foot ball games. |1
It has been my good fortune 10| heard some say, when this argu-|

serve for nearly ten ycars in il |ment was made in a college paper,
capacity of foot ball player, mana-|that students drawn 1 this way
ger,
ball question from the standpoint | fess I do not share this
of the student and the instructor,
to teach the same men on the grid-
iron and in the class room; and I|deavoring to persuade him to enter
unhesitatingly make the statement| Alma Mater,
based on these exceptional oppor-|most upon? The excellence of his
tunities for learning both the good |teachers, the advantages of the
and the evil of the game, that I courses offered? I think not!
believe foot ball stands to-day as|Would he not more likely speak to
the greatest man-making game on | him of those things outside of the
the American Continent. View it | of work, that go to
f om any standpoint you please— ractive to the
the physical, the mental, the moral,
I am prepared to say and attempt
to prove that it excites them all.
If you say that foot ball is com- Glee

paratively dangerous sport, I chal- | these the most Likely
lenge you to show that it is as fatal |

view: wihewn
| a student meets a young man desir-
L ous of entering college, and 15 en-

what does he dwell

regular routine
make college life att
'average young man--of the prestige
and base hall teams,

theair

of the foot ball

| of the success of orators, of

| their College Ciab—are not
themes upon
which the ave would

rage students

as bicycling, rowing, skating, or dwell? Nor does the fa t that such
horse-back riding— -if you say it is | arguments docide the debating can
brutal or brutalizing, I say you didate, make the men any less desir
know nothing of the very under- | able as coilege materials

lying principals of the game which| I believe that athletic <ports have

| Americans 100.

{ other,

further.

'accidents that occur

and coach—to view the foot | were not worth having, I must con |
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not only an important but a legiti-

mate place inevery college course.
[ do not believe in all work and no
play for the student, even if that is
the usuval nesessary lot of most in-
structors. I do not mean to be
understood as saying that athletic
sports should it in any way inter-
fere with the proper amount of col-
lege work and study, but I would
be understood to say I do not be-
lieve that these showuld interfere
with a certain amount of athletic
sports. They should go band in
hand—both important and neces
sary, although by no means equally
so, both occupying a legitimate
place in the day, and in the
thoughts and hearts of the students.
The experiment of abolishing out
door athletics has been tried by
some few colleges, but let us re.
joice in that the light has again
dawned on most of them.

The game of foot ball trains the
mind and muscles together. The
movements of the game are as com-
plicated as any on the chess board,
which latter requires only the men-
tal efforts to be executed: a man
engaged in a game of foot ball is
taught the importance of perfect
obedience, and of combined and in
stantaneous action. It is not a
game where brute strenght alone
avails: a keen intelligence and an
indomitable courage must charac-
terize a successful foot ball player,
just as it must a successful general.
Foot ball is no game for a fool! To
the initiate the struggling mass of
men on the gridiron may appear
senseless—a man exhibitions of
brute force, but a slight knowledge
of the game reveals intricate com-

,hmdnuu% for offence and defense,

quick moving and shifting like the
colors in a kaleidoscope. The man
with the ball goes down, and a
mass of humanity are piled on top
~f him—that is all the casual looks
‘r~m such on lookers
'ange-

Ol ScC. N

hear that foot bait

gan 21t stoD a moineu!
io h i uot!
{ at s,
| 1t e charm -;:ug;

America, and a good mavy olac:

the piling up one on top of the
while they might damage
you don’t hurt these young fellows
' who are trained and hardened toit,
But you say: ‘‘Some students up
North were killed while playing the
game.” Did you notice in the
paper also that a sailing party was
drowned near Mobile: that Lieu-
tenant Dano Greene and his wile
skated into an air hole and were

'drowned ; that Dr. John Hopkinson,

the renowned physicist, was killed
by a fall from the Alpin slope: that

'in Chicago a couple of bicyclists

collided and one was fatally injured,
and to cap all, an old gemlema'n
engaged in the proper and dignified
game of croquet, stepped on a ball,
and injured his spine. You did
not notice these: or, if you did, are
accidents in these sports so common
as compared to those in the riach-
abused foot ball as to pass uncom-
mented upon even by you?

I need wnot carry the argument
Accidents—even deaths—
occur almost daily in almost every
deparument of sport or pleasure;
but if we sheuld summarize all the
foot ball,
compare them with equally serious
accidents in other sports, I believe
the percent would be greater in
favor of the former. I admit that

or au outsider without previous

'traming preparation to step into

the giidiron and engage with men
who have had the mnecessary pre-
paration of, say a month of train-
ing experience, would go .ery hard
with bim, but what you sce the
average foot ball man endure, has
through a process of hardening be-
come entirely normal. Such physi-
cal hardness lasts a man through
life. The art of falling without in-
juring, the ability to swiftly com-
bine thought and action; these
facilities acquired during a foot ball
<eason never entirely desert the old
Three months of foot ball
i~ like a dip into the fabled fountain
of eternal youth.

Some of my readers may smile
and accuse me of being a foot ball !
enthusiast. So long as the game

playe:s.

(of fout bull heips 1o make better

The heavy falls, |

man out of our students, stronger
in body, more accurate in mind—
men full of energy, enthusiam, and
an indomitable personal courage;
men not easily downed by obstacles
or opposition; who control their
tempers and restrain their appetites,
who can deal honorable with a van-
quished adversary, and can take
victory moderately and defeat with-
out bitterness; so long as I believe
that the game of foot ball does help
to make this kind of a man will I
feel honored by the titlc of a ‘‘foot
ball enthusiast.” Andas long as
foot ball properly controiled and
regulated helps the student in his
college duties, instead of hindering
him: gives zest and pleasure to
college life, make name and fame
for the college on account of vic-
tories won, not only by skill and
prowess of the team on the gridiron,
but by their gentlemanly conduct
in the streets of the town where
they play, in the hotel where they
quarter, and on the trains; so long
as it helps to bring about a closer
bond of sympathy between students
and members of the faculty by
creating an interest from the routine
duties—so long as in all these ways
the best interest of this and other
schools are advanced, and the cause
of education aided in its highest
mission, which is to make the best
men out of the material at hand, so
long will I say for the game of foot
ball, long may it live and prosper.

OPENING OF UNIVERSITY

From First Page

At the closing of the exercises,
President of the University, Dr.
Aundrew Sledd made the announce-
ment that the State Board of
Education had established a free
scholarship to be known as “‘The
Trustee scholarship,”” that the
faculty had established another to
be known as ‘“The Faculty scholar-
ship,”” and that the Gainesville
| Board of Trade still another to be
‘“The Gainesville schol-

cholar-

 known as
i arsh p.’ w.ach of these
|hh“‘.’ has

He <o stated that the wo.~! of

honor of the two gentleman of
those names. In the evening the
young people of the city enjoyed
themselves by having a grand ball
in the Opera House.

INHERITANCE

Lo, what am I? A patch of things,

Mere odds and ends of lives flung by,

From age-long rag-bag gatherings

Pieced up by Fate full thriftily;

Somebody's worn-out will and wit,

Somebody's habits and his hair,

Discarded conscience, faith once fair

Ere time, the moth, had eaten it;

My great-grandfather's chin and nose,

The eyes my great-grandmother wore,

And hands from some remote- who

knows?>—

Perchance, prehensile ancestor;

Somebody’s style, somebody's gait,

Another body 8 wrist and waist,

With this one's temper, that one's trait,

One’s tastes, another’s lack of taste;

Feelings I never chose to fecl,

A voice in which I had no voice,

Revealing where I would conceal

Rude lmpulses without a choice;

Faults v hich this forefather or that

Unkind.y fostered, to my 1],

With (oil:crs some one else begat

Aud ma'e the matter worser still,

They chosc, these masters of my fate,

To please themselves, bequeathing e

Base pleasures in the things I hate,

Liking for what misliketh me.

Out of the ashes of their fires,

Qut of the fashion of their hone

They fashioned me, my mighty slres

And shall I call my soul my own?

Ay, borrowed husk, head, heart, and

hand,

Slave on and serve me till we die!

I am your Lord and your command!

But only God knows—what am I.
[Grace Lllgry Channing.

Death of Evangelist Sam Jones.

Sam P. Jones of Cartersville, Ga,
preacher, lecturer and noted Evangel-
ist, died suddenly Monday morning
i while on a train of the Oklahoma, Choc-
taw and Gulf Railroad traveling to
Little Rock, Arkansas, near the small
town of Perry. His death was an exact
fulfillment of a prophecy of his, as he
had often said in his sermons that he
would die either while 1n a pulpit or on
atrain. As a newspaper writer his repu-
tation was second only to his renown as
an Zvangelist. Mr. Jones was filling an
engagement with a lyceum bureau at the
time of his death and this would have
brought him to Florida during the win-
ter. Mrs. Jones and daughters were
with him at the time.

Asiatic Squadron Strengthened.

Washington. Oct. 16.—President
Rogsevelt's idea of strongly reinforcing
the naval forces of the United States in
| Asiatic waters was accomplished when
| the/special service squadron, consisting
of ‘the West Virginia, Colorado, Penn-
sylyania and Maryland, left Suez for the

oridnt,
'
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CRAWFORD & DAVIS,

Livery Feed »° Sale Stables

When in need of Fancy Livery call on us and
the Best in Town.
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FLORIDA FEMALE CO!LEGE!
TALLAHASSEE.

I'T EME2QACES
Colleg: of iaberal Arts.
School for Teachers.
School of Music,

$

*

*
vocal and
instrumental, including
pipe organ, new instru-
Industrial Arts

L

IT POSSESSES
Ideal location.
Excellent eqnipment.
Standard curriculum.
Well selected facuity.
Spacious gymnasium,
Heated swimming pool
Twenty acre campus.
High moral environment.
Admirable college spirit.
Steam heat, electric light.

ment.
School of
including Domestic Sci-
ence and Art.
School of Expression.

Young ladies contempiating entering the kolh)\e this Fall should
write atonce for dormitory room. September
26, and continues eight months.

For catalogue and detailed information write to

A, A. MURPHREE, President,

099000 900090590500 00000000000000

POOL AND BILLIARDS

An up to-date clean and moral pleasure resort.

E. W. Waters, Proprietor.

BROWN HOUSE CORNER.

Session begins Wedlnesday,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
Hardware

Furniture, Turpentine Supplies

i TheS.J. THOMAS CO.
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9900090000000 0000000000000%0¢

t ATLANTIC CC LINE }
Florida, Georqia, Alabama, \irqmnia,
North And South Carolina.

The Great Highway of Travel From
$ Florida--East, West, North, South

$ Florida and West Indian Limited

and New York Express.

s e amdaseed 10 THE WEST
Montgomery Route and
“Dixie Flyer” via Atlanta.

PULLMAN Cars and Through Coachss on ALL TRAINS

Atlanti Coast Line mileage books,
trains as far East as Washington, and as
Cincinnati and New Orleans; rates 32
CONSULT THE PURPLE FOLDER

For detailed and full information regarding rates, I’n
vations, schedules. Call on your nearest ticket ag

b 5 ]

good to all "H'fi?*_ via all
far \\ s St Lous,
5 )

iiman reser
nt or write

FRANK C. BOYLSTON, Dist, Pass. Agt. W. D, STARK, Trav. Pas. Ayt
Jacksonville, Florida,
W J. CRAIG, Pass Traf. M'g'r. T. C. WIHITE. Trav. Pass. Agent

General Offices, Wilmington, N. €
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R. Thomas.

“The Name Means the Best”
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